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Whale watching, regardless of whether from boat or dry land, is an fascinating spectator sport, and the West
coast of the USA is a popular destination for catching a glimpse of these wonderful mammals.  Even though
there are several various kinds of whales, the two most frequently observed during whale watching in the Pacific
Northwest are the Gray Whale and the Humpback Whale.

Gray whales make a twice yearly migration from the Bering Sea near Alaska, down to the lagoons near Baja
California, Mexico, where they give birth to live calves.  This is a trip of far more than ten thousand miles (about
16,000 kilometers) producing it the longest migration identified for any mammal.

The cool waters off the shores of northern California, Oregon, and Washington are house to grays almost all year
lengthy, but sightings are far far more regular during the months that the pods are traveling.  Gray whales grow to
40 feet in length and can weigh up to 70 thousand lbs, and they regularly come close sufficient to the coast that
they can been noticed with out binoculars if you know what to appear for.  Humpback whales are a bit bigger than
Gray whales, growing to lengths of 48 to 62 feet (about 14.five to 19 meters).  Humpbacks, getting bigger and
displaying far more social and acrobatic surface displays, are almost certainly the most fascinating of all the whale
watching experiences.

When watching from the shore, select coastal headlands that extend outward into the ocean.  Individuals that are
high up from sea level are excellent places to watch for whales.  Shallow water whales will move along the
shoreline and come quite close to the point of any headland place.  Deep-water species are also closer to the
jutting headland, so you are twice as most likely to catch sight of one particular or the other.

Early morning hrs have a tendency to be the very best to observe migrating whales, and days with out wind let the
ocean surface to be less disrupted by white caps.  When the surface of the water seems glassy and smooth, it is
significantly simpler to see whale activity when it happens.  In the course of or following a storm is not excellent
whale watching time, but overcast days with little glare are excellent.

Gray whales have an uneven gray color, and may have barnacles on their skin.  They have ridges along their
backs, just in front of the tail. Humpbacks, on the other hand, have lengthier flippers, which are whiter in color,
and bumps on the best of the head.  They also have a short dorsal fin. When you've realized to identify which type
of whale you're seeing, you can learn to identify whales by the shape of their spout and the other behaviors you
observe.

If you are lucky sufficient to be in Oregon when Sea Grant and Oregon State University conduct their twice yearly
Whale Watch Week (one particular in Winter, the other in Spring) you can visit any of the two dozen coastal sites
where volunteers can help you spot whales.  Studying about the lives and habits of these giant cetaceans is
virtually as significantly entertaining as seeing them.  Oregon Sea Grant educators began these popular Whale
Watch Weeks back in the late 1970's, and the system, now administered by the Oregon State Parks technique,
has remained popular ever considering that.

Of course, not all whale watching happens off the Pacific coast.  Whale watching is a popular activity that
happens all over the globe, both from shore and boat.  Whale watching is indeed entertaining for the entire loved
ones, and there are several great vacation destinations available for the whale watching traveler.

You can also find this article published on Super Entertaining Whale Watching Vacations For People Of Any Age
, and on the tag pages coastal headlands, migrating whales, migration, surface, water, whale watching vacations.
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